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SOUTH AFRICA'S PUBLIC HEALTH CARE SERVICE FACES VERY REAL

CHALLENGES BUT GOVERNMENT HAS, OVER THE YEARS, MADE SIGNIFICANT
STRIDES TOWARDS INCREASING ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE. HERE, WE LOOK
AT HOW FAR WE HAVE COME, AND HOW FAR WE STILL HAVE TO GO:

GOVERNMENT HAS PRIORITISED SPENDING GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN INGREASING
ONHIV, AIDS AND TB: ALLOCATIONSTO HIV, AIDS ANDTB, AND
HAS SPENTTHIS MONEY EFFECTIVELY:
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HIV, AIDS AND TB 2012/13 2013/14 2014/15  2015/16 2016/17
R11 216 R12 367 R13 702 R14 631 R15 327
R 102 R2

Health Conditional Grants 2017/18 (millions)

Total Comprehensive HIV and AIDS Grant (millions)

| Under-Expenditure (millions)

THE GOVERNMENT'S
EFFORTS HAVE
BORNE FRUIT.
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2001 2005 2010 2012 2016
Percentage of deaths due to AIDS 40.5% 47.7% 34.6% 33.5% 27.9%

'This information is taken from Weyss, B., Webster, D and Selebalo, H 2017. Monitoring the Right of Access to Healthcare Download here
in South Africa: An analysis of health budgets and indicators. Studies in Poverty and Inequality Institute Working Paper #17.


http://www.spii.org.za/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Right-to-Health-care_2017.pdf

BUT, WORRYING TRENDS REMAIN REGARDING NEW-BORNS EXPOSED TO HIV.

MORE THAN

OF NEW-BORNS EXPOSED
TO HIV IN THE EASTERN
CAPE DO NOT RECEIVE AN
HIV TEST WITHIN THE
FIRST SIX DAYS OF LIFE:
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EASTERN CAPE
NORTH WEST
NORTHERN CAPE
MPUMALANGA
FREE'STATE
NATIONAL

82.7% 71.3% 69.1% 61.6% 61.1% 60.6% 56.7%

% of HIV-exposed new-borns who received an HIV test within the first six days of life (2015)

THE PICTURE IS WORSE AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL. IN ALFRED NZO, 33.8% OF NEW-BORNS WERE TESTED, WHILE ONLY 24.5% WERE TESTED IN THE OR TAMBO DISTRICT.

WE STILL HAVE A LONG WAY T0 GO...

THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN STEADILY
GUTTING BUDGETS MEANT FOR THE
TRAINING OF MEDICAL SPEGIALISTS.

Over-Expenditure( millions)

Under-Expenditure (millions)

2012/13 2013/14 2014/15 2015/16 2016/17
R2 594 R2 579 R2 574 R2 520 R2 479

WELL TRAINED, ADEQUATELY PAID AND MOTIVATED HEALTH
WORKERS ARE IMPORTANT FOR A FUNCTIONING HEALTH SYSTEM.

BUT AUSTERITY MEASURES ARE HAVING DEVASTATING EFFECTS ON THE NUMBER OF FILLED POSITIONS IN PUBLIC HEALTH CARE:
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FILLED POSTS I " FILLED POSTS
I INCREASED BY DECREASED BY I

! 80 679 BETWEEN ! ! 5 473 BETWEEN !
228 789 2006 & 2012 314 636 201282016 309 367
HEALTHCARE WORKERS HEALTHCARE WORKERS HEALTHCARE WORKERS
in 2005/06 in2012/13 in 2015/16

RURAL PROVINGES IN PARTIGULAR SUFFER THE SERVICES OFFERED AT PUBLIC HEALTH
WITH MEDICAL SPEGIALIST SHORTAGES. ﬁi\ll\‘llEl\lﬁ\chlilElyl’Elisﬂ%su REMAIN INADEQUATE

THE NUMBER OF PREGNANT WOMEN WHO DIED AS A RESULT OF
. CHILDBEARING BETWEEN 2007 & 2015, FOR EXAMPLE, INCREASED BY 60%:
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1.3 MEDICAL SPECIALISTS PER
100 000 PEOPLE IN LIMPOPO IN 2016. 120
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

745 701 93.4 1385 1449 1329 133.3 1325 119.1

27.2 MEDICAL SPECIALISTS PER 100 000 ) ) : )
PEOPLE IN THE WESTERN CAPE IN 2016. Number of women who die during pregnancy as a result of childbearing.

(National)




